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in quoting the other most imprecatory Psalms (Ixix and cix), of
which the Holy Spirit was the author (Acts 1. 16, 20). They were
not foreign to Christ’s spirit. But Christ goes further. He
bestows upon him who shall overcome by keeping and doing His
will *¢ authority over the nations,”” ‘¢ to rule them with a rod of
iron as the vessels of the potter are dashed to pieces,”’ quoting
Ps. ii (Rev.ii. 26, 27); as the Saviour Himself is to dash in
picces with a rod of iron His enemies (Rev, xii. 5, xix, 15), Does
any iutelligent reader interpret literally these sayings by the
Saviour and of the Saviour? Ts he to take men and dash them
in pieces with a rod of iron and find delight in that work ? Are
not His words expressive of the terrible results of men's own sin,
precisely as Jeremiah's breaking the earthen jar before men was a
visible type of the ruin sin would bring ? If no intelligent reader
interprets literally the words quoted by the Saviour, why should
these same words be interpreted literally in the passages of the
Old Testament from which they are quoted ? But more than this.
God bas through the ages been ** dashing in pieces '’ His enemies
and the enemies of His people. He began at the Red Sea (Ex.
xv. 6), and ‘‘ dashed in pieces”’ Pharaoh and his host when He
destroyed them by the waters.« Within the bounds of His chosen
people He dashed in pieces Ephraim, the ten tribes of lsrael,
‘¢ the mother was dashed in pieces with her children,”” because of
their unbridled hatred of God and preference of idols (Hos. x. 14,
xiii. 16). He placed in Zion itself the firm rock of Iis word,
that those who stumble at it may be broken to pieces (Isa. viii.
9, 15). Ile alone summons the Medes against Babylon, whose
bows shall dash the young men in pieces. They shall have no
pity upon the fruit of the womb. Their eye shall not spare chil-
dren (Tsa. xiii. 16, 18). For Babylon is to be God's threshing-
floor, wholly trampled to the ground (Isa. xxi. 9, 10; Jer. li. 33).
And Judah and Jerusalem, the last of His chosen people, for gins
that rent the heaveuns with cries of defiance and agony, He will
break as a potter’s vessel, breaking it in pieces without sparing
(Isa. xxx, 14).

God also uses the same expression respecting the course of His
redeemed and purified people who do His will. They are to
‘¢ thresh,’’ ** beat in pieces ’’ many peoples ; they are to ‘* thresh
and beat small’’ the mountains, all opposing difficulties (Mic. iv.
18 ; TIsa. xli. 15, 16). They are to be Jehovah’s ‘‘ battle axe
and weapons of war,”” and with them Jehovah would ‘¢ break in
pieces I’ kingdoms, ** man and woman,' ‘* the old man and the
youth, the young man and the maid’’ (Jer. li. 20-23), though
redeemed Israel never had a hand in the destruction of Babylon
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and never is to have a hand in the destruction of others except by
testifying the word of God, ** the sword of the Spirit.”

There is one instance mentioned in the history of Judah when
the idolatrous Amaziah conquered Edom, a country of high moun-
tains, and threw down from the top of a high ecliff ten thousand
of the people and they were broken to pieces (2 Chron. xxv. 12).
Since that time war in all lands, even to the last century, has
signalized its victory by similar atrocities. To ‘‘ dash down by
the cliff '’ is a metaphor that has not imagination ®ut a terrible
fact for its hasis. But that 1t 1s used metaphorically by the author
ot our Psalm, long resident by Babylon's myriad willow-bordered
canals, is proved by the fact that Babylonia is a perfectly flat
alluvial country where no hill, nor stone, nor rock, nor cliff is to be
found. If the children of Babylon were literally to be thrown
down from the cliff, they must have been carried hundreds of
miles out of their own country to Elam or Media or down into
Arabia to reach the place of execution. Babylon, the city, was
built on the low alluvial plain on both sides of the muddy
FKuphrates. Yet God says, ‘T will stretch out my hand upon
thee and roll thee down from the cliffs’’ (Jer. li. 25). No intel-
ligent dweller in Babylonia, heathen or servant of Jehovah, could
fail to understand the metaphor of Babylon’s being hurled from
her exaltation in pride and power, for the literal interpretation is
ridiculous, no cliffs or rocks or mountains being anywhere near.

And close by Ps. exxxvii, in Ps. ¢xli. 6, is another plain proof
of the metaphorical use of the same phrase. ‘‘ Their judges are
thrown down beside the ecliff, and they shall hear my words for
they are sweet.”” If the judges were to be literally dashed to
pieces from the cliff, it is folly to add that they are then to hear
sweet words. DBut if these leaders who led the people astray
were to be brought down by God from their high office and taught
their sin and their dependence on God alone for the sweet tidings
of pardon and right judgment (Ps. ii. 10-12), then we can see that
the psalmist speaks in accord with many a word of God elsewhere
(Job ix, 24, xii. 17 ; Isa. i. 26, xl. 23 ; Dan, ix. 12).

The choice of interpretations of Ps. exli. 6, as in Ps. exxxvii. 9,
lies between the impossible literal and the clear metaphorical, just
as 1t does in hundreds of places in the Old and New Testament.

The Hebrew word used in this verse means child, children; it
may inean a very voung child or one grown up. It does not
specify the age, as any one familiar with Hebrew knows.¥ The
children to be dashed to pieces in Babylon, as the children, the

** Ollel in Hebrew, like népios and feknon in Greek, does not specify the age
but the relation.
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Saviour says, were to be dashed to pieces in Jerusalem, are the
progeny of the viper, those who choose their fathers' sins and are
worse than their fathers. * Children” and ‘‘ seed ' are otten
used in the Old and New Testaments for those similar in mind and
deed. For instance, the 37th Psalm tells us, *“ I have not
seen the righteous forsaken nor his seed begging bread.” And
Littlethought replies, I have, for I know many sons of good
men who are beggars. And again, in Ps. xxxvii. 28, we are told
“ The seed of the wicked shall be cut off,”’ and again Little-
thought says, All experience is against this, for the Psalms
themselves assure us that it is the wicked who inherit this world
and leave their abundance to their children. But the Psalm has
no reference to ‘* the children of the flesh "’ at all. The seed of
the righteous are all who have the same spirit.* The seed of the
wicked are all who are wicked. TFor the law that impressed itself
deeply on all who songht God, and is over and over insisted upon
by the very prophets of the captivity, is that ** The fathers shall
rot be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be
put to death for the falhers; every man =hall be put to death for
his own sin ’’ (Deut. xxiv. 16 ; 1 Kings. xiv. 6 ; 2 Chron. xxv. 4,
Jer. xxxi. 29, 30; Hzek. xviil, 1-82). When the Old or New
Testament speaks of visiting the sins of the fathers upon the chil-
dren, we must always remember that no child was ever punizhed
by God simply for his father’s sin, but because he chose his
father's sins rather than the grace of God and increased in the
depravity of hisfather. This is the reiterated testimony of Old and
New Testaments. When the Saviour says ‘‘ that the blood of all
the prophets shed from the foundation of the world’’ would be
required of that gereraticn, it was because they consented to the
works of their fathers, and would not turn to God.

In the destruction of Babylon related in the Old Testament, as
well as in the New, all who sought God are warned to flee from
her before she was dashed in pieves. All who chose Babylon, its
pride and power, rather than God, were dashed to pieces with her.
Just as Jerusalem’s children, turning from Christ, were dashed to
pieces with her, while those who turned tv Christ escaped from
her ecoming ruin.

What, then, does ** Blessed shall he be that taketh and dasheth
thy children by the cliff ” mean? Since it was God who was to
dash Babylon and her progeny to pieces, and this verse is part of
a prayer to God, it means blessed shall every one be whom God
shall use to destroy to the uttermost Babylon and her children

* Comp. P+, xxii. 30, 1xix. 36, cii. 28, ev. 6, exii. 2; Iea. vi. 13, xliv. 3-5; Rom.
ix. 8; Gal. iii. 29, ete.
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that chose and followed in her sins. She was the mountain-high
corrupting power of the world, defiant of God and the oppressor
of all who loved God and righteousness and holiness. In her was
found the blood of the saints and the prophets, Rev. xvii. 6,
xviii. 24. e

‘While the author of Ps. exxxvii is unknown, we know well the
circle of lofty, faithful souls to which he belonged. Were Ezekiel
or Daniel a poet, this Psalin might well have come from the pen
of either, for they were in full accord with its words and spirit.
But this is suare, that out of those few in captivity whose faith
in and love for Jehovah and His words were victorious over every
trial, this pure song of God's own words arose, and found its echo
in the tenderest heart and holiest mind this worid has ever known,
as he wept over Jerusalem and pronounced her doom.

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK. Howarp Osgoob.




